Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin
McDonald

February 9, 1929 - March 25, 2023

Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald entered her Heavenly home on March 25, 2023.
She was born February 9, 1929, to James Shaw Ketchin and Statia Ansley
Phillips Ketchin in Winnsboro, SC. A lifelong Christian, Mary Jane was always
active in the church, having joined Bethel Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church in Winnsboro as a child. She later became a faithful and devoted
member of the First Presbyterian Church in Hartsville for almost 70 years. She
served as a choir member, Deacon, and Elder. Her many years of service and
devotion were recognized through her election as Elder Emeritus and her
receipt of an honorary life membership in the Presbyterian Women of
Presbyterian Church USA.

Mary Jane was a graduate of Mt Zion Institute in Winnsboro and Florida
Southern College. She earned a Master's Degree in Education at the
University of S.C. and continued graduate studies at several universities
during her 30-year career in education. She served as a teacher, counselor,
and administrator in the public schools of Arizona, Florida, and South
Carolina. She was an adjunct professor at Coker College and the University of
South Carolina.

Mary Jane returned to Hartsville, South Carolina, from teaching in southern
Arizona to marry the love of her life, Harry McCaskill McDonald, on March 26,
1955. They lived in Orangeburg during their early married years and moved



back to make Hartsville their home for over 50 years until Harry's passing in
2009 and Mary Jane's move to the Presbyterian Community in 2015.

Mary Jane was a tremendous asset to Hartsville, both personally and
professionally. In addition to her service to her church, she actively served her
community through many civic organizations and leadership roles. She was
Chairman of the Coker College Board of Visitors and served as a Trustee at
Coker College. Perhaps her most important contribution to the community was
to the children of Hartsville, for whom she was a devoted teacher, counselor,
and advocate throughout her life. She was an early leader in providing much-
needed assistance for underprivileged children. Mary Jane was the first
person to be certified as an elementary school guidance counselor in South
Carolina. Mary Jane and Harry were vibrant participants in Hartsville's social
activities. They enjoyed the company of their family and many friends in
numerous social clubs and organizations.

Mary Jane was predeceased by her parents, her husband, and her sister
Statia Ansley Ketchin. She is survived by her sister-in-law Isabel McDonald
Rollins of Greensboro, NC, loving nieces and nephews Mary Kendall McRae
Bittle (John) of Conway, Nancy Rollins Bain of Ocean Isle Beach, NC, David
W. Rollins of Orlando, Fl, John C Rollins (Cathie) of Jamestown, NC, John N.
McDonald of Hartsville, Dr. Thomas A. McDonald (Susan)of Florence and
Charles H. McDonald (Deborah) of Columbia, and many great and great-great
nieces and nephews.

The family is forever grateful to Sally Brown, who was Mary Jane's special
friend and longtime caregiver. The family also extends its thanks and
appreciation to Ola Alexander and Michele Johnson, who were Mary Jane's
devoted caregivers in her later years.

A memorial service will be held at 4 o’clock on April 16, 2023, at First



Presbyterian Church in Hartsville. The family will receive friends at the church
following the service. Memorials may be given to First Presbyterian Church,
213 West Home Avenue, Hartsville, SC 29550.

The Directors of Brown-Pennington-Atkins Funeral Home are caring for the

family.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Funeral Service

APR 16. 4:00 PM (ET)

First Presbyterian Church
213 West Home Avenue
Hartsville, SC



Tribute Wall

Robert R Andrews lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald

Robert R Andrews - December 19, 2025 at 11:03 PM

Tommy Thomas lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald

Tommy Thomas - April 14, 2023 at 10:37 AM

Such a sweet lady. RIP Mrs. Mary Jane.

Pat James - April 13, 2023 at 09:45 PM

Eric Bradshaw lit a candle in memory of Mrs.

Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald

Eric Bradshaw - April 13, 2023 at 05:11 PM
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Carol Elmore Bryant lit a candle in memory of ]

Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald
'u

carol elmore bryant - April 12, 2023 at 05:53 AM

Prayers Mary Jane's family. She is now reunited with the love of her
life, Harry Mac. Such a wonderful couple. Blessings, Carol

carol elmore bryant - April 12, 2023 at 05:55 AM

Debbie Brown Wynne lit a candle in memory 1

of Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald
\*

Debbie Brown wynne - April 05, 2023 at 01:33 PM

Deepest sympathy to Mrs. McDonald’s family. She was my favorite
teacher in elementary school. So very kind.

sheila Mullis - March 30, 2023 at 09:33 AM

You are in our thoughts and prayers.

Perry and Sharon Johnson - March 30, 2023 at 02:38 AM



Jimmy And Judy Gainey lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald

1
Jimmy and Judy Gainey - March 29, 2023 at 05:39 PM

Warner And Paul Rogers lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald
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Warner and Paul Rogers - March 27, 2023 at 10:45 PM

Sorry to hear of Ms McDonald’s passing. | |
remember 2 teachers from my time at

Thornwell over 60 years ago. One was 3rd |

grade, Ms Cathcart who disciplined by u
beating you on the hand with a ruler. The

other Ms McDonald who | remember because she was so kind.
memory stayed with me.

David Jordan - March 27, 2023 at 05:52 PM

Mrs McDonald was my favorite teacher when | attended Thornwell. |
had her in the fifth grade. My prayers go out to the family.

Larry McAlister - March 27, 2023 at 04:43 PM



Dick Brown lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Jane Ketchin McDonald

Dick Brown - March 27, 2023 at 04:37 PM

| remember Mrs. McDonald from Thornwell Elementary School. She
was Ms. Ketchin when school started and then she married Harry and
we kids had to get used to calling her Mrs. MCDonald. She was a
wonderful teacher.

Dick Brown - March 27, 2023 at 04:41 PM

She was teaching at Thornwell. | thought that she was happy,
interesting, & nice. Later | was glad to be in her 5th grade class. |

really enjoyed her class. My prayers go out to her family, Becky
Wadsworth Walker

Rebecca Walker - March 27, 2023 at 11:45 AM



