
Mrs. Martha Ann Anderson
Blackwell
May 28, 1931 - July 26, 2024

It is with deep sorrow that the Blackwell family announces the death of their
beloved mother, Mrs. Martha Ann Anderson Blackwell, 93. 

 

Mrs. Blackwell, the widow of Bryan Livingston Blackwell, entered into rest on
Friday, July 26, 2024. The Directors of Brown-Pennington-Atkins Funeral
Home & Crematory are caring for the family. 

 

A Service to the Witness of the Resurrection will be held at 2 o'clock on
Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at First Presbyterian Church Hartsville, SC, with The
Reverend Dr. Jeri Perkins and The Reverend Ashley Cheek officiating. The
family will receive friends and loved ones following the service in the church
Narthex. Internment will follow at Magnolia Cemetery. In memory of Mrs.
Blackwell, please make a contribution to the Music Program of First
Presbyterian Church, 213 W. Home Avenue, Hartsville, SC 29550. 

 

Martha Ann Anderson Blackwell went home to be with her Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, on Friday, July 26, 2024, in Aiken, SC, surrounded by her loving
family. Born May 28, 1931, she was the daughter of Mack Briley Anderson
and Winnie Day Cole Anderson and grew up on her family’s farm in Sardis,
South Carolina. Martha Ann graduated from Sardis High School in 1948 and
then from Coker College, now Coker University, in 1953, with a degree in
piano performance, where she studied with Virgil and Alice Smith and also



Eleanor Vaughn. While a student at Coker, she met the love of her life, Bryan
Livingston Blackwell. They were married on September 2, 1950, at Sardis
Baptist Church, a marriage that would last over 71 years until Bryan’s passing
in 2022. 

 

She began taking piano lessons as a young girl in Timmonsville, SC, and
developed a love of music, which she shared with others throughout her life.
She taught private piano lessons in her home for over 40 years and cherished
the relationships she formed with her many students. She shared her musical
talents as an organist at Swift Creek Baptist Church. Martha Ann also played
for numerous weddings and funerals and accompanied her husband Bryan,
who was a tenor soloist. 

 

She was the past President of the South Carolina Federation of Music Clubs,
served as the editor of the National Federation of Music Clubs magazine, and
served on the National Board of the organization. She also served as
President of the Hartsville Music Study Club and was a member of Delta
Omicron. She was actively involved with the board of the Hartsville-Coker
Community Concert Association and was a member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution. For several years, she served on the Alumni Board with
Coker University and maintained a lifelong connection to her alma mater. 

 

Martha Ann was the epitome of a graceful, kind, elegant Southern lady. She
was devoted to her parents, sister, husband, children, grandchildren, and
extended family. She loved entertaining and relished hosting showers, parties,
and luncheons at her home. Martha Ann and Bryan graced their family with
beautiful memories of decades of Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations
spent at their home. An expert gift giver, Martha Ann always wanted her family
to know they were cherished and special. She loved showering her children
and grandchildren with encouragement and godly wisdom. 

 



Martha Ann’s other great love, besides Christmas, was visiting Sunset Beach,
NC, annually with her family, where she enjoyed walking on the shore with her
husband and collecting seashells. She loved antiques, gardening, roses,
daylilies, and travel. Martha Ann also loved the mountains and trips out west. 

 

She loved the Lord and made sharing her faith a priority with her family and
friends. Martha Ann joined the church at Sardis Baptist when she was young.
She and Bryan were first members of Sardis Baptist Church, where he served
as choir director. Following this time, both were members of Swift Creek
Baptist Church, where they led the music and then First Baptist Church in
Hartsville. She taught junior high girls Sunday School and later women’s adult
Sunday School at First Baptist and played for opening worship. She and
Bryan also attended church at First Presbyterian Church of Hartsville for many
years. 

 

She is survived by her daughter, Joan Blackwell (Gary) Hoover of Aiken, SC;
son, Barry Anderson Blackwell of Charlotte, NC; granddaughter, Kimberly
Michelle Hoover of Aiken, SC; and grandson, Brent Michael (Alexandria)
Hoover of Lexington, SC, as well as several devoted nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her husband, Bryan; sister, Patrica Anderson
Hobbs; and brother-in-law, Van L. Hobbs. 

 

Thank you to the healthcare professionals from Agape Hospice, who provided
compassionate care in her last days.



Cemetery Details

Magnolia Cemetery

140 South Cedar Lane
Hartsville, SC 29550
(843) 383-3004

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 30. 2:00 PM (ET)

First Presbyterian Church
213 West Home Avenue
Hartsville, SC
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June Barbour - August 03, 2024 at 10:37 AM

Condolences from the Loleta Langston
Matthews family. My mother loved her Cole
family including her Aunt Winnie and her
Cousin Martha Ann. What lovely memories
you have to cherish! May God comfort you in
the loss of your dear mother.

BPA - July 30, 2024 at 10:20 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Letitia Ward - July 30, 2024 at 09:32 AM

Letitia Ward lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Martha Ann Anderson Blackwell
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Loretta and Mike Tiller - July 30, 2024 at 05:56 AM

I’m so thankful for the relationship I had with
Mrs. “B.” She was my piano teacher for nine
years, but so much more than that. She was a
huge influence on me. I loved her dearly and
will miss our times together. I know that she
and Mr. Blackwell were happily reunited, and are walking the streets
of gold together! Praying for all of the family. 

Lester and Lori Reynolds - July 29, 2024 at 09:40 PM

Lester And Lori Reynolds lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Martha Ann Anderson
Blackwell

Effie smith - July 29, 2024 at 04:21 PM

Mrs. Blackwell was such a beautiful lady and
talented pianist . i took piano lessons for 4
years , and I loved her. So kind . my prayers
for her family .I feel honored to know her .

Rebecca Skinner - July 29, 2024 at 02:30 PM

Rebecca Skinner lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Martha Ann Anderson Blackwell
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vernon boyd - July 29, 2024 at 10:40 AM

My prayers for the family during this time of grief. She was a lovely
lady and will certainly be missed. I have such fond memories of her.
Family, focus on those sweet memories.

Ken Hughes - July 29, 2024 at 07:18 AM

My prayers to the family. Martha Ann and Bryan were special
friends that I loved and admired greatly. They are missed greatly.

Karen Jeffords - July 28, 2024 at 08:28 PM

My condolences to the family. Mrs. Blackwell
was my piano teacher for 8 years. She was a
kind, beautiful lady.

Holly Saleeby Atkins - July 28, 2024 at 05:21 PM

Joan and Barry, 
 
I am so sorry for your loss. Your mother was always so sweet and
kind to me. She was always smiling when we saw each other. She
was such a special person. Sending prayers. Holly
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Suzanne Skinner Beasley - July 28, 2024 at 05:10 PM

Suzanne Skinner Beasley lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Martha Ann Anderson
Blackwell

Laurie Lane - July 28, 2024 at 05:07 PM

I took piano lessons from Mrs Blackwell years ago. She was so
sweet and such a beautiful lady. I am sorry for your loss.

Cecelia D Brown - July 28, 2024 at 04:17 PM

Tom & I are so very sorry for the loss of your mother. She was a
delightful, sweet lady and my pleasure to know her. She will be
greatly missed. May God wrap his loving arms around you and give
you peace. Love, Cecelia Brown


