Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

December 4, 1951 - January 10, 2025

On January 10, 2025, the world became a little quieter, colors a little less
bright, with the passing of a remarkable woman, Mrs. Judy K. Johnson Howle
(73). You will not find her name in any headlines or honored on any list of
rewards, but with her own brand of sass, grace and strength she held the
most important titles we can bestow. Daughter. Sister. Wife and Soulmate.
Mother. MawMaw. Caregiver. Nuturer. Friend.

She was born a Pond Hollow girl in Hartsville, SC, on December 4, 1951, the
daughter of a plant-worker and a seamstress. She owned her red-headed
spitfire status from the beginning, playing flag-football with the boys and giving
her little brothers and cousins hell any chance she could. She graduated from
Hartsville High School in 1970, and shortly thereafter, Florence-Darlington
Technical School. Not long after that, she stormed into the life a blue-eyed
farm boy named John Robert Howle and promptly proceeded to change his
life forever. Once she forgave him for spilling cherry coke on her brand-new
coat, she decided that he was hers and she was his, marrying “that Howle
boy” in March, 1973 and taking a honeymoon that lasted nearly 52 years.
Really. As their two daughters and son would attest, they love they shared
never tarnished from the first day to the last moment.

After proudly serving her country as a Navy Wife for more than 20 years, and
raising three children who could never doubt the fierceness of a mother’s love,



she didn’t rest on her laurels, but continued to find joy in the undiscovered
places. For years, in a daycare and in her own home she cared for children —
kids that felt her love so deeply, that even as they ventured out into the world
and had babies of their own, reached out to “Mrs. Judy”. She adopted the
entire Seniors Sunday School class at her church, sent care packages to her
daughters’ friends. Sang every hymn at the top of her lungs, not caring how
many notes she hit correctly. Managed to boogie-woogie to Elvis, even in her
wheelchair. Opened the door just to listen to the rain. Ate a bag of boiled
peanuts like they were the finest caviar. Taught her grandbaby to make
bestest fried-egg sandwich. Shook her booty to make her grandson laugh until
he could barely breathe. And, yes, she snuck a little sugar from that blue-eyed
farm boy whenever she got the chance.

The crowning achievements of this extraordinarily life well-lived arrived in
June 2004 and April 2010. A girl named Sydney and a boy named Jacob, who
each inherited her red hair, a lot of her sassy spirit, and all of her heart.
Seeing them growing into the amazing human beings they are was her
proudest accomplishment.

This wonderful woman, this amazing human being, my mama, was preceded
on her journey by her parents, Kenneth Russell and Billie Naomi Johnson; her
brothers by blood, Charles and Russ, and her brothers in spirit, Roy Johnson
and Bea Atkinson.

Those of us still here, who are missing her fiercely but are grateful for every
day we had, include her true love, John Robert Howle, her daughters Ms.
Geanie Christine Howle and Mrs. James (Bess) Reed, her son, Robert
Russell (Rusty) Howle and her daughter-in-spirit, Allison Carr, her dear friend
and mother-in-spirit, Lois Lambert, and the other true loves of her life, her
grandchildren Sydney Bess Reed and Jacob Robert Reed.



Flowers or donations to your favorite charity or church are welcomed, but the
family requests that everyone perform a random act of kindness in Judy’s
memory.

Because the love and joy that she sowed in her lifetime is so bountiful, there
will be two celebrations of her life and spirit. On Saturday, January 18, 2025,
family will receive visitors at the Jacksonville Memory Gardens Funeral Home
at 9:00 a.m., to be followed by a memorial service at 10:00 a.m. Anyone who
would like to wear an Elvis shirt or memorabilia is encouraged to do so.
Services in Hartsville SC will be held Sunday, January 26, 2025 at New
Market United Methodist Church at 2pm.

Love you the most mostest, Mama



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JAN 26. 2:00 PM (ET)

New Market United Methodist Church
1909 W. Old Camdlen Rd.
Hartsville, SC



Tribute Wall

Prayers for her family!! Judy and | were very close growing up. We
attended New Market Methodist Church and became special
friends. We would have sleep overs at our homes. Lots of special
memories. Sure will miss you my friend.

Wanda Brown - February 02, 2025 at 08:39 PM
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Joyce Beasley lit a candle in memory of Mrs. "

Judy Kay Howle

Joyce Beasley - January 25, 2025 at 01:52 PM

Geraldine Jordan-Griggs lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

1
Geraldine Jordan-Griggs - January 24, 2025 at 10:42 AM

Judy Hemby lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Judy Kay Howle

W

Judy Hemby - January 24, 2025 at 10:14 AM



Frances Griggs lit a candle in memory of Mrs. I

Judy Kay Howle
W

Frances Griggs - January 22, 2025 at 07:34 PM

Geraldine Jordan-Griggs lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

W

Geraldine Jordan-Griggs - January 21, 2025 at 10:47 PM
John Robert so sorry to see about your wife. May God wrap his
loving arms around you and your family. Love in Christ

Janelle Teal Britt - January 21, 2025 at 09:37 PM

Linda O'neal lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |
Judy Kay Howle

Linda O'neal - January 21, 2025 at 09:07 PM



We were sadden to hear of Judy's passing, in
school all of us enjoyed the highs and lows
together as the class of 70. All of you are in our
thoughts and prayers. RIP sweet Judy.

HHS 70's Friends
Class of 1970

Wilma Gainey Yarborough - January 21, 2025 at 08:43 PM

So saddened to hear of Judy’s passing. | |
have not seen her in a very long time, but

remember her as a sweet friend in school!
Prayers for comfort and peace for family and \*
friends!

Teresa Gibson - January 21, 2025 at 05:46 PM

Elaine Carpenter sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Judy Kay Howle =

Elaine Carpenter - January 21, 2025 at 04:18 PM

Pj Freeman lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |

Judy Kay Howle

pj freeman - January 21, 2025 at 02:58 PM



| was very shocked about Judy passing. | remember the last talk we
had at John Robert's house a few years back, you two had so much
love for each other together. My heart goes out to the family.
Peggy & Les Crowley

Les Crowley sr. - January 21, 2025 at 02:23 PM

Bronice And Rob Windham lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

i
Bronice and Rob Windham - January 21, 2025 at 01:02 PM

Letitia Ward lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Judy Kay Howle

|
Letitia Ward - January 21, 2025 at 11:10 AM

So sorry for your loss! Judy was a classmate
of mine. She was such a sweet loving soul!

1
Prayers for comfort @ /, & ’

Susan Clanton Watkins - January 21, 2025 at 08:40 AM



Diane Euten sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

Diane Euten - January 21, 2025 at 07:29 AM

David & Gloria Shoemake sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Judy Kay Howle

David & Gloria Shoemake - January 20, 2025 at 09:25 PM



