
Mr. Joseph James Lawton, II
June 5, 1932 - October 7, 2021

Mass of Christian Burial for Joseph James Lawton, II, 89, will be held at 11
o'clock on Wednesday, October 13, 2021, at St. Mary the Virgin Mother
Roman Catholic Church, with The Very Rev. Timothy S. Reid as Celebrant.
Final commendation and farewell prayers will be private in Magnolia
Cemetery. Brown-Pennington-Atkins Funeral Directors are serving the family. 

 Joseph James Lawton II. 89, died at home in Charlotte, N.C., on October 7,
2021 with his wife, Cindy Craig Lawton, at his side. He was born on June
5,1932 in Hartsville, SC and was the son of Louise Amis Lawton and Edgar
Herbert Lawton of Hartsville, SC. 

 

Joe grew up in Hartsville on Prestwood Lake with many friends and cousins.
He graduated from The Choate School in Wallingford, Connecticut in 1950
and from Princeton University with high honors in 1954, where he studied
medieval history. He received his Masters in Music from Indiana University.
Joe was a piano virtuoso and played at The Brevard Music Festival as a
young man. After serving a year in the army, he worked with his brother,
Edgar, at the Hartsville Oil Mill where he was plant manager and vice-
president for 25 years. Joe was a board member of Coker University, Coker
University Foundation, and The S.C. Governor’s School for the Arts and
Humanities in Greenville, SC. 

 

His first wife was Penn Anthony with whom they had a son, Dr. Joseph James



Lawton III. They lived in Hartsville for many years. 
 

After he retired from the Hartsville Oil Mill, Mr. Lawton decided to pursue his
love of music and history, his focus of study at Indiana and Princeton. He
practiced the piano, becoming a concert pianist who played numerous events,
including with the New Haven CT Symphony. His passion was traveling in
Europe to visit the historic homes of the great classical romantic composers. 

 

After a long courtship, he married Cindy Craig in 1999. Joe and Cindy enjoyed
travel throughout Europe. They lived in Vienna for ten years allowing them to
study the great composers. They made many friends and led tours for
American lovers of classical romantic music to the places where Schubert, his
favorite, lived and worked. 

 

Mr. Lawton is survived by his son, Dr. Joseph James Lawton III and his wife,
Coles Jackson Lawton, and his three grandchildren, Coles Hayward Lawton,
Louisa Dubose Dwight Lawton, and Joseph James Lawton IV. 

 

Joseph J. Lawton II is also survived by his brother, Edgar H. Lawton Jr. and
his wife, Nan Davidson Lawton, Edgar H. Lawton III, John Davidson Lawton,
Louise Amis Lawton, eleven grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

 

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Margaret Coker Music Dept. at
Coker University, 300 E. College Avenue, Hartsville, SC, 29550.



Cemetery Details

Magnolia Cemetery

140 South Cedar Lane
Hartsville, SC 29550
(843) 383-3004

Previous Events

Funeral Service

OCT 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Mary the Virgin Mother Roman Catholic Church
363 North Fifth St.
Hartsville, So 29550
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Lisa Jones August - October 20, 2021 at 12:50 PM

Lisa Jones August lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Joseph James Lawton, II

Donna Wiggins - October 13, 2021 at 04:59 PM

Donna Wiggins lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Joseph James Lawton, II

Susan Goode - October 12, 2021 at 12:13 PM

My sincere condolences to the Lawton family. I have many fond
memories of Mr Joe, having worked with him at the Hartsville Oil
Mill for many years. Sending love and prayers to his family.

Jofrieda Kelley - October 11, 2021 at 11:17 PM

Jofrieda Kelley lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Joseph James Lawton, II
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Renee Bock - October 11, 2021 at 08:12 PM

Joe Lawton was a true Renaissance Man and a Southern
Gentleman. My thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Gail - October 11, 2021 at 05:17 PM

Hey Jimmy, I'm sending condolences and love to you and the girls

Matt Bramlett - October 11, 2021 at 04:48 PM

Matt Bramlett lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Joseph James Lawton, II

Will Nickles - October 11, 2021 at 03:42 PM

I am thankful to have so many wonderful childhood memories of
time spent with the Lawtons. "Big Joe" always made me feel like a
member of the family. I am blessed to have known him.

Bess Gore - October 10, 2021 at 08:59 PM

Condolences for the family. 
Don and Bess Gore
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carole c cannarella - October 10, 2021 at 08:22 PM

Carole C Cannarella lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Joseph James Lawton, II

Cecelia D Brown - October 10, 2021 at 07:55 PM

Prayers and sympathy for all of the family. Tom & Cecelia Brown

Kathy Lawhon - October 10, 2021 at 06:30 PM

Prayers for this family

Roberta Timmons - October 10, 2021 at 09:19 AM

Roberta Timmons sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mr. Joseph James Lawton, II
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Larry and Brenda Stewart - October 10, 2021 at 07:20 AM

Larry And Brenda Stewart lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Joseph James Lawton, II

Larry Easterling - October 10, 2021 at 05:45 AM

Larry Easterling lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Joseph James Lawton, II


