
Mr. Ernest David Thigpen Sr.
October 16, 1942 - May 23, 2026

Ernest David Thigpen, Sr., loving husband of Mary Tomlinson Thigpen,
passed away peacefully at his home on May 23, 2026, surrounded by his
family at the age of 83.  

 

A funeral service to honor his life will be held at 2 o'clock on Tuesday, May 26,
2026, at First Baptist Church in Bishopville, with The Rev. Jed Bryant
officiating the service. The family will receive friends in the First Baptist
Church Fellowship Hall immediately following the service and at other times at
the residence. The Directors of Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home are caring
for the family. 

 

He was born on October 16, 1942, to Rev. William Hugh and Bertha Corbett
Thigpen in Clarendon County. He was the youngest child and loved being
surrounded by such a large family his entire life.  

 

Ernest and Mary shared nearly 61 wonderful years of marriage, building a life
rooted in love and devotion to one another. Together, they raised two children
and were blessed with five grandchildren, all of whom adored him. During his
life, he owned and operated Ernest Thigpen's Garage and Thigpen's Fire Ant
and Weed Control, businesses that allowed him to serve and connect with
people throughout the community. He also retired from REXAM Beverage
Company after 25 years of service. 



An avid golfer, Ernest was a longtime member of Bishopville Country Club and
later enjoyed competing on the Pee Dee Senior Golf Tour. When he was not
on the golf course, he could often be found in his shop fixing things and was
always willing to lend a helping hand to neighbors and friends in need. After
retirement, he faithfully served his church through his work on the Building
and Grounds Committee at First Baptist Church of Bishopville. He was also a
member of the Bishopville Masonic Lodge for more than 50 years. 

 

Ernest is survived by his wife, Mary, and their children, Lisa (Kelvin) Baker of
Bishopville and David (Denise) Thigpen of Murrells Inlet. He was a proud and
loving Papa to five grandchildren: Lauren (Matt) Griggs, Abby (John Wells)
Baker, Lauren Dunman, Kate (Tripp Joye) Thigpen, and Collin Dunman. He
was excitedly awaiting the arrival of his first great-grandchild, Baby Boy
Griggs. 

 

In addition to his parents, Ernest was preceded in death by his seven siblings.

The family would like to express their heartfelt gratitude to his caregivers,
Diane Jones and Kameron Smith, as well as the staff of Amedisys Hospice of
Sumter, for the compassionate care they provided. 

 

Memorials may be made to First Baptist Church of Bishopville, P.O. Box 144,
Bishopville, SC 29010, or to Piedmont Cemetery, c/o Mr. John Broadway, 629
Spring Hill Road, Bishopville, SC 29010. 

 

Serving as Pallbearers will be John Wells Baker, Collin Dunman, Matt Griggs,
Tripp Joye, Dennis Roberts, and Craig Thigpen.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Funeral Service

MAY 26. 2:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church of Bishopville
229 W. Church Street
Bishopville, SC 29010

Visitation

MAY 26. 3:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church of Bishopville Fellowship Hall
229 W. Church Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
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Linda Baker - May 29 at 01:25 AM

Linda Baker lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

Norman and Iris Hayes - May 26 at 01:16 PM

Norman And Iris Hayes lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

Jean N Howard - May 26 at 09:11 AM

Jean N Howard lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

Audrey Griggs - May 25 at 09:18 PM

We wish to express our deepest condolences to the family. May you
find comfort and peace in Knowing Jesus is in control. May He fill
your hearts with wounderful memories to ease the loss of this love
one. Robert and Audrey Griggs and Virginia Barfield Family
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Celeste Outlaw - May 25 at 09:54 PM

So sorry for your lost, I know he will be missed so much! Pray God will
give all his family the strength needed at this time. All will be in my
prayers. 

Charlene and Barry Nelson - May 25 at 07:40 PM

So very sorry for your loss. Barry and I are praying for you.

Dianne and Fred Sandy - May 25 at 03:04 PM

So sorry for your loss. Keeping you all in our
prayers.

JoFrieda Kelley - May 25 at 02:24 PM

Mary and family…so very sorry to hear. My thoughts and prayers for
you all

Susan Thrasher - May 25 at 01:51 PM

Susan Thrasher lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.
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Bill Stokes - May 25 at 01:41 PM

Bill Stokes sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

Laura Schneid - May 25 at 11:22 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with my Thigpen
family.

Cooney McDougald - May 25 at 11:11 AM

David and family , our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. He
was a true friend and golfing buddy along with Ronnie Ray , Jerry
Garrett , We were at Governor’s Run when 911 took place. Great
memories.

Jane Pierce - May 25 at 10:22 AM

Jane Pierce lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.
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Annette Logan Hopkins - May 25 at 10:07 AM

Annette Logan Hopkins lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

AH
Annette Logan Hopkins - May 25 at 10:09 AM

He was such a good man and friend He will be missed by so many
Love, Prayers and sympathy to the family

Beverly Hooks - May 25 at 09:34 AM

Beverly Hooks lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Ernest David Thigpen Sr.

Matt and Betsy Bramlett - May 25 at 07:53 AM

Matt And Betsy Bramlett lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Ernest David Thigpen Sr.


