
Miss. Celeste Kelley
January 8, 1957 - November 9, 2011

Funeral services for Celeste Kelley, 54 will be held at 4:00 p.m. Friday,
November 11, 2011 at Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church, Lydia, SC,
with a visitation to follow in the fellowship hall. The Rev. Biz Gainey will
officiate and Brown-Pennington-Atkins Funeral Home is serving the family.
Memorials may be made to Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church, Box 56,
Lydia, SC 29079. 
Miss Kelley died Wednesday November 9, 2011. Born in Hartsville, SC, she
was a daughter of the late Myrtle Waddell Gainey Kelley and C. Hoyt Kelley. 
After college, she pursued a career in music and was self employed. 
She enjoyed many friends and loved her animals and fishing. 
Surviving are her sister, Sybil G. Dudley of Hartsville, SC; brothers, Howard B.
Gainey and Charles M."Chuck" Gainey, both of Hartsville, SC, Alfred Hoyt
Kelley, Sr. of Santee, SC. She was preceded in death by her sister, Atlanta K.
"Betty" King and brother, Paul Charles Kelley.



Cemetery Details

Wesley Chapel Methodist Church of Lydia Cemetery

3061 Wesley Chapel Road
Lamar, SC 29069

Previous Events

Service

NOV 11. 4:00 PM (ET)

Wesley Chapel Methodist Church of Lydia
3061 Wesley Chapel Road
Lamar, SC 29069

Visitation

NOV 11. 4:30 PM (ET)

Wesley Chapel Methodist Church of Lydia
3061 Wesley Chapel Road
Lamar, SC 29069



Tribute Wall
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John Alexander Foxworth - January 19, 2015 at 02:08 AM

Really missing Celeste this morning (19
January 2015), especially after hearing her
music that was just posted on her memorial
page on Fb. There are no words to describe
the hole that will never be filled when she
passed. I know she is in a better place now, but I sure would love to
be having a "Bud in a can", as well all know she loved. I miss you
and love you sooooo much, Celeste. <3

Kathy R. Ingram - May 17, 2012 at 11:34 PM

Kathy R. Ingram lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Kathy R. Ingram - May 17, 2012 at 11:41 PM

Chuck, I am truely sorry to hear about Celest. I know that she will be
truely be missed. Celest has touch a lot lives with her music. Just know
that you are in my thoughts and Prayers.

FW

Frank ( Bubba) White - March 08, 2017 at 09:15 AM

I just googled my friend and found out this terrible news.If you were
fortunate to have Celeste for a friend- you had a friend for always!Many
Memories and Laughter coming to mind right now.She had such a
beautiful and soulful voice. She would give you her shirt off her back. A
willing soul ! I have not seen you in years but it seems like yesterday.
My condolences to you Chuck, Howard , Lynn, & the many lives she
touched . Fly on Sweet Friend.



JR

DJ

JA

Joey Rice - February 13, 2012 at 02:59 PM

What a special soul - I hadn't seen Celeste in many years, but her
joy and zest for living should be an inspiration for us all. My sincere
condolences to her family. 

 Joey Rice

Dana Johnson - December 15, 2011 at 07:53 AM

Dana Johnson lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Jenny Adams - November 20, 2011 at 09:35 PM

Jenny Adams lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

JA
Jenny Adams - November 20, 2011 at 09:37 PM

So sorry to hear about Celeste. Even though I have not seen her lately,
I have known her thru Joan for many years, Jenny Amerson
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Jody E Amerson - November 17, 2011 at 09:06 PM

Jody E Amerson lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

sharon catoe - November 16, 2011 at 06:52 PM

To the kelley family and scott,brad&greg so
sorry to hear about celeste passing away,god
bless you all

Laura Roscoe - November 16, 2011 at 03:17 PM

I wish to extend my deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Celeste. It was truly such
a great loss to all. Celeste was a wonderful
person. Her quiet wit and charm will be
missed. She was one of my favorite
customers and I considered her my friend. She was suppose to
bring Tell by for me to meet. I wish him the best and hope he copes
without his master. 
Laura Roscoe
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Natalie Bedenbaugh - November 14, 2011 at 02:20 PM

Celeste, was a good friend of mine. We worked together in the
construction world of Hartsville. She always had a smile and a
helping hand to her friends. I will miss seeing her around town but I
know she is in a better place. Peace to all of her friends and family
in the days to come. Natalie Bedenbaugh

Nett Poston - November 14, 2011 at 01:01 PM

Nett Poston lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Chuck Grooms - November 14, 2011 at 12:26 PM

Chuck Grooms lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Linda Edwards - November 13, 2011 at 09:05 PM

I enjoyed teaching Celeste. I cared for her very much. I would like to
offer you my condolences. Mrs. Edwards, her French teacher at
THA.
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lrb514sc - November 13, 2011 at 06:18 PM

0 file added to the tribute wall

TE
Terry - November 13, 2011 at 06:32 PM

nice

GF
Ginger P. Edwards of Durham NC From Flo - November 14, 2011 at 09:46
PM

I didn't know her but I just listened to her song and I wonder why it
didn't make it big? Her singing was great!

Gia - November 13, 2011 at 09:40 AM

Gia lit a candle in memory of Miss. Celeste
Kelley

Gia - November 13, 2011 at 09:37 AM

My favorite memory of Celeste? As she was speaking to me outside
one sunny day, a large butterfly landed right on her nose. It was just
flapping it's wings and looking right at her. Without missing a beat,
Celeste crossed her eyes to greet it and said " Well hello..Can I help
you ?". It sat there for a good minute before flying away. That
butterfly landed on the safest nose in Hartsville that day... I'm so sad
that she left us so soon but I"m so thankful that she gave me special
moments like that one that will live on forever.
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Gayle McDonald - November 12, 2011 at 06:56 PM

Chuck, 
 We are so sorry to hear of your loss. Please know that we are

thinking of you. 
 Billy and Gayle McDonald

Billy and Gayle McDonald - November 12, 2011 at 06:55 PM

Billy And Gayle McDonald lit a candle in
memory of Miss. Celeste Kelley

Ross - November 12, 2011 at 06:22 PM

2 files added to the album Celeste Picture

Beverly Byrd - November 12, 2011 at 02:16 PM

Beverly Byrd lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley
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Naomi L - November 12, 2011 at 12:43 PM

Naomi L sent a virtual gift in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Dianne Smith - November 12, 2011 at 07:51 AM

My friendship with Celeste spanned the past 35 years. No matter
how often or how little we saw each other, we always picked up right
where we left off. That was due, in large part, to her ability to put
people at ease in any given situation. I don't think anyone will ever
have to wonder if Celeste knew the Lord. His grace and love were
reflected in her DAILY as she shared the gifts He gave her with us.
She awed, touched, inspired and entertained us with her musical
talents. And His love was showered down upon us as she listened,
loved, laughed, supported, and showed compassion to us as she
reached out her heart and hand in friendship. She was, in fact, one
of the vessels God created to pour out His spirit to the rest of us. I
have no doubt that when He welcomed her home, that God's words
to Celeste were, "Well done, thy good and faithful servant." How
truly fortunate and blessed we have been that Celeste's journey
through life intersected our own. May the good Lord give you the
peace and rest you so richly deserve, Celeste. I will miss you and
always love you, my dear and precious friend. 

  
Dianne Smith ("Di")

NL
Naomi L - November 12, 2011 at 12:41 PM

Awesomely Said................
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Terry Hull - November 13, 2011 at 10:43 AM

Very well put Di and so very true of our friend Celeste.

Crystal Talbert Minnehan - November 11, 2011 at 05:09 PM

Crystal Talbert Minnehan lit a candle in
memory of Miss. Celeste Kelley

Pattie Amerson - November 11, 2011 at 03:48 PM

Chuck and family, 
  

So sorry to hear Miss Celeste passed away. I'll keep you in my
prayers. 

  
Pattie Amerson

Kelly Shields - November 11, 2011 at 03:40 PM

Kelly Shields lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley
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Rhonda Jones Norton - November 11, 2011 at 03:10 PM

Rhonda Jones Norton lit a candle in memory
of Miss. Celeste Kelley

RN

Rhonda Jones Norton - November 11, 2011 at 03:16 PM

To Celeste's Family - I am saddened to hear about Celeste. I have not
seen her since our high school years but she was always fun to be
around and have as a friend. She was a "hoot". She was always happy
and smiling with a heart of gold. I am sure she is smiling now . My
heart goes out to her family and everyone that had the pleasure to
know her. I will keep you all in my prayers.

Rodney & Kathy McFarland - November 11, 2011 at 11:17 AM

Alfred, Rodney and I are so sorry to hear about Celeste. You and
your family are in our thoughts and prayers. 
Rodney & Kathy McFarland

Madge Windham Zemp - November 11, 2011 at 10:40 AM

Madge Windham Zemp lit a candle in memory
of Miss. Celeste Kelley
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Madge Windham Zemp - November 11, 2011 at 10:39 AM

If you were lucky enough to have Celeste as your friend...,you were
lucky enough! 
I am truly grateful for the beautiful friendship we shared and Celeste
will forever live in my heart. Madge Zemp

Linda Stewart Knorr - November 11, 2011 at 08:18 AM

Kelley and Gainey Family, 
 I sure am sorry to hear of your loss. I remember Celeste as a little

girl from attending church at Wesley Chapel. I also remember what
a lovely woman she became. I heard her play the guitar and sing
many times. She had a lot of talent. She was a very special person.
I know you all will miss her dearly. Please know you all will be in my
prayers.The kingdom of heaven has to be a richer place now. 
Sincerely, Linda Stewart Knorr

Terri David - November 11, 2011 at 08:12 AM

I just love Celeste!! She has always made me happy and no matter
how down you got she would stick her hand out and stop you from
drowning and maybe even sing you a little song!!! What a GREAT
SOUL!!! I am truly sad. Her family and friends are in my thoughts
and Celeste is in my heart forever!! 

  
Terri David
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Fletcher Biggs - November 11, 2011 at 07:02 AM

It has taken two days for me to collect myself to express my feelings
on losing such a wonderful friend as Celeste. We go back many
years to her ball playing days at Thomas Hart, and we always
seemed to have a knack for showing up just when the other needed
help or had a crisis. I could never have repaid the debt I owed her
for the help she was to Kim and I during Kim's illness and then
passing. She had a way of being able to face issues philosophically
and of helping you get a grip on your life. Like many of her family
and friends I'm sure, I have a gaping hole in my heart, and I'm not
sure it will ever totally heal. I'll save goodbye for her service this
afternoon, she would want it that way.

Debbie Morrell - November 11, 2011 at 06:30 AM

Lit a candle in memory of Celester.
 Love,

 Debbie Morrell

Melissa Reigel - November 11, 2011 at 06:07 AM

Celeste always made you feel like family. To say I knew was a
privilege . She taught me so much about life, love & how to be
proud of yourself no matter what. I am going to miss her so much.
She always had a smile on her face that showed she genuinely
missed you & was glad to see you again. Chuck I am extremely
sorry for your loss. Know you are always in my heart.
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Johnnie Norwood Doubles - November 11, 2011 at 06:04 AM

I am so sorry to hear about your loss. She was always quite a
character and will be missed by many. I will not be able to attend the
service as I will be out of town. My thoughts and prayers are with all
of you. 
Johnnie Norwood Doubles

Tiffany Dietz - November 11, 2011 at 01:20 AM

Tiffany Dietz lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Rebecca Skinner-Fulmer - November 11, 2011 at 01:02 AM

I just saw this on the website...I am so sorry for your loss. My
thoughts and prayers are with you all. Rebecca Skinner-Fulmer

nina atkinson - November 11, 2011 at 12:43 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with you Chuck.Celeste will be
missed. Love you, Nina
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Ann Windham - November 10, 2011 at 09:09 PM

My thoughts are prayers go out to Chuck and the rest of the family
as they search to find peace during this trying time. Celeste you will
be missed and the hangouts around Hartsville will never be the
same.You have left a great impression on a lot of people. Thanks
for all the shag lessons! ~ Ann

Mandy Tyner - November 10, 2011 at 07:54 PM

Dear Howard and family, 
 My thoughts and prayers are with you. 

  
Love, 

 Mandy Tyner

Pat & Robert James - November 10, 2011 at 07:41 PM

Pat & Robert James lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

PJ
Pat & Robert James - November 10, 2011 at 07:42 PM

Alfred, so sorry about your sister. Love, Pat & Robert

Debbie Washington - November 10, 2011 at 07:07 PM

Chuck and the family are in my prayers
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Scott Campbell - November 10, 2011 at 06:58 PM

My sincere condolences to Chuck and Celeste's family. She will
always be remembered.

Debbie McCauley - November 10, 2011 at 06:45 PM

Celeste will continue to live in our memories.
And oh what memories we have! I always
enjoyed watching Celeste and Chuck dance.
Many good memories. God bless you all.

 Debbie McCauley

Betty Amerson - November 10, 2011 at 05:59 PM

Chuck I was so sorry to hear about Celeste. We had many good
times together at the lake and the beach. She had such a beautiful
voice. She brought out all the neighbors one night singing on the
pier. May God bless you and your family in this time of loss. She will
be missed.

Carolyn Atkinson - November 10, 2011 at 03:16 PM

We are to sorry to hear about Celeste! Whenever Rick and I would
go out in the evenings we sometime would run into Celeste. I just
loved her! She was always so nice to me. I enjoyed our long talks. I
know see is singing with the angels now. Rest in peace sweet lady.
You will be missed my many. 

  
Carolyn Atkinson
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Karen Davis - November 10, 2011 at 02:31 PM

You caught the largest brim I have ever seen out of your Brothers
lake. I so enjoyed our camping trips together and singing with you
by the camp fire. Listening to you a few weeks ago playing the
guitar and singing your song you wrote at the age of 15 was
priceless. You will never be forgotten. 

  
Karen and Kenny

Greta Bell - November 10, 2011 at 02:25 PM

Greta Bell lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Stacey Lane - November 10, 2011 at 02:18 PM

Celeste was such a dear friend, she will be missed. My deepest
sympathies for her family.

Cherokee - November 10, 2011 at 01:38 PM

My heart is heavy I will totally miss our
conversations you were one of the few people
I really enjoyed talking with I remember our
conversation we had just a month ago I will
never forget you I pray the Lord welcomes
you into His home I will remember you always... Cherokee
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Gina Gathings - November 10, 2011 at 01:32 PM

Gina Gathings lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Adrienne Fisher - November 10, 2011 at 01:32 PM

Adrienne Fisher lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Debbie Wallace Weaver - November 10, 2011 at 12:55 PM

To Chuck and the rest of the family, I am so
sorry for your loss. I haven't seen Celeste in a
long time but we go way back to Thomas Hart
days. We both graduated with the class of
1975. She was a great and talented person.
Please know that I will keep the family in my thoughts and prayers.
Debbie Wallace Weaver

Gail Bowen - November 10, 2011 at 12:52 PM

Dear Chuck, Scott, Brad, Greg,
 I am so sorry to hear about your loss. I have

some great memories of times with her and
your family. My thoughts and prayers are with
you.
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David M. Nicholson - November 10, 2011 at 12:38 PM

Dear Chuck,My very deepest sympathy to you and your family for
the loss of Celeste.I know she loved her family very much,and as
long as she is in your heart she will never be far away. 

 Love, 
 David Nicholson

Barbara King Lee - November 10, 2011 at 11:43 AM

Chuck, I was so saddened to hear about the death of Celeste. She
was such a sweet and kind person. I will always remember the good
times we all had growing up together at Wesley Chapel UM Church.
May God wrap his living arms around you and the rest of the family
and give you strength to face each day Love, Barbara King Lee

Cheryl Baker - November 10, 2011 at 11:42 AM

Cheryl Baker lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Laura N. Ross - November 10, 2011 at 11:08 AM

Always a smile, always an ear, always a
hand; we don't have the same blood but you
ARE my family. I love you and miss you
Celeste! Thank you for ALL that you have
been to us both! Always, Ross & Leighton



VC

Vanessa Carter - November 10, 2011 at 11:08 AM

Vanessa Carter lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Tamra Bramlett - November 10, 2011 at 11:02 AM

Tamra Bramlett lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Tamra Bramlett - November 10, 2011 at 11:02 AM

Tamra Bramlett lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Tamra Bramlett - November 10, 2011 at 11:01 AM

Thank you for the tons of fun and memories through our years of
friendship. God Bless your soul my friend 

  
 
Tamra Bramlett
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Valerie Johnson - November 10, 2011 at 10:38 AM

1 file added to the album Celeste with our Girl Scout Troup 1975

Valerie Chafin Johnson - November 10, 2011 at 10:32 AM

1 file added to the album Celeste with our Girl Scout Troup 1975

VJ

Valerie Chafin Johnson - November 10, 2011 at 02:00 PM

Left to Right Valerie Chafin, Marsha Thompson, Celeste Kelley, Rachel
Allen, Clair FLowers, Kay Evans.. sitting Mrs. Sara Francis Evans, Mrs.
Anna Divver Allen. Girl Scout troup senior dinner with the Pilot Club of
Hartsville. 1975

VJ

Valerie Chafin Johnson - November 10, 2011 at 02:04 PM

Front Row, L-R> Rachel Allen, Valerie Chafin, Kay Evans, Claire
Flowers,

 Back row, Sherry Houck, Mrs. Divver Allen (troup Leader), Celeste
Kelley, Marsha Thompson, "Red" Diane Sheffield.



DM

MS

KB

Dr.Susan Morris - November 10, 2011 at 10:26 AM

Dr.Susan Morris lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Michael P. Stewart - November 10, 2011 at 10:25 AM

You and I traveled down lifes highway many miles together pickin
and singing...my heart is heavy and I shed a tear for you today...but
I know one day we will sing together again ...you will always be in
my heart my dear Celeste...my deepest sympathy Chuck. 

  
Michael P. Stewart

jayne Tyner - November 10, 2011 at 10:18 AM

Jayne Tyner lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Kenny Bryant - November 10, 2011 at 10:07 AM

Kenny Bryant lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley
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Sarah O'Neal Wint - November 10, 2011 at 10:05 AM

Sarah O'Neal Wint lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Jackie Hunter - November 10, 2011 at 09:39 AM

Jackie Hunter lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Mitzie F Blackmon - November 10, 2011 at 09:36 AM

Mitzie F Blackmon lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Valerie Johnson - November 10, 2011 at 09:19 AM

Valerie Johnson lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley
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June Talbert & Cherry Grant - November 10, 2011 at 09:03 AM

June Talbert & Cherry Grant lit a candle in
memory of Miss. Celeste Kelley

Landy McCall - November 10, 2011 at 08:55 AM

As my girls would call you Celeste Aunt Maywest I am reminded
how wonderful you were and how much you loved me and my girls
even though we were not family. I will dearly miss your beautiful
smiling face and the love and encouragement you have given me.
You have always been a beautiful light shining in the hearts of
everyone who knows you. My condolences to Chuck and the rest of
the Kelley family. I love you Aunt Maywest and I will miss you.

Terry Hull - November 10, 2011 at 08:40 AM

1 file added to the album Celeste Picture

FW
Frank ( Bubba) White - March 08, 2017 at 06:03 PM

My Beautiful Friend
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Tiffany Williams Stewart - November 10, 2011 at 08:32 AM

Tiffany Williams Stewart lit a candle in
memory of Miss. Celeste Kelley

TS
Tiffany Williams Stewart - November 10, 2011 at 08:34 AM

"You don't mess with us *Kelley's*"....Keeping everyone involved in my
prayers!! Not only was she a friend, she was family.

kat boykin - November 10, 2011 at 08:18 AM

Oh, "S-Celeste-K".... I will miss you! Thank you for all the memories
and guitar/singing lessons.....RIP! Love Ya Girl......

Pam - November 10, 2011 at 08:05 AM

Celeste was a dear friend, and I was blessed
to have known her. Rest in peace, my friend.

Terry Hull - November 10, 2011 at 08:01 AM

Yesterday brought the beginning, tomorrow
brings the end, and somewhere in the middle
we became the best of friends.---I will miss
you for the rest of my life Celeste! Thank you
for being my friend.
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Kelly Shields - November 10, 2011 at 07:41 AM

Celeste was one of a kind and once said to me, "Stick around kid,
I'll teach you something." Glad to have known her. Praying for
Chuck and the rest of the family. May you all find peace and comfort
as I know Celeste is in a better place.

Wayne Peacock - November 10, 2011 at 07:41 AM

"and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest" EM Ashford. Celeste was
a ray of light in our lives and leaves us all with many wonderful
memories. My thoughts and prayers are with Chuck and the family.

Genevieve Garrity - November 10, 2011 at 07:38 AM

Genevieve Garrity lit a candle in memory of
Miss. Celeste Kelley

Kelly Shields - November 10, 2011 at 07:31 AM

Kelly Shields lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley
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Jean Amerson Sepich - November 10, 2011 at 07:29 AM

I am so sorry to hear that Celeste had to leave us so early. I have
not seen her in many years, but it seems like yesterday. She sang
at our wedding 23 years ago. What a wonderful voice she had. I still
have the 45 she recorded. We had many good times when we were
young. She is at rest now. We will miss you.

Melissa Thompson-Windham - November 10, 2011 at 07:23 AM

Celeste and I spent many afternoons talking
about life and love and the world, she will be
greatly missed!! Thoughts and love go out to
Chuck and the rest of her family!!!!

RG

Reba Goff - November 10, 2011 at 08:02 AM

I just heard about Celeste and I am shaken. She was a true friend and
we shared a lot of laughs together. She will surely be missed and I am
praying for the family as they go through this time of loss. God is the
only one that can fill that void and give the comfort and peace you
need. It is hard to understand why God takes one so early but he
knows best and we have to depend on him for understanding. Chuck, I
know this is so hard for you . You and Celeste were so close. I will hold
you up in prayer. Call me if you need anything.

Karen Davis - November 10, 2011 at 07:12 AM

Karen Davis lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley
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Marty Goodman - November 10, 2011 at 05:51 AM

So sorry to hear that Celeste has left us. I will always remember her
wit and her love of music. Rest in peace my friend.

Naomi Lacosse - November 10, 2011 at 05:48 AM

1 file added to the album Celeste Picture

Jill Roberson - November 10, 2011 at 03:00 AM

Jill Roberson lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Jill Roberson - November 10, 2011 at 02:58 AM

1 file added to the album Celeste Picture

RS
Rebecca Skinner-Fulmer - November 11, 2011 at 01:08 AM

What a great photo! Great smile...
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Laurie Earhart - November 09, 2011 at 08:20 PM

Laurie Earhart lit a candle in memory of Miss.
Celeste Kelley

Naomi - November 09, 2011 at 07:03 PM

Naomi lit a candle in memory of Miss. Celeste
Kelley

Patti Kelley Bradshaw - November 09, 2011 at 06:15 PM

Patti Kelley Bradshaw lit a candle in memory
of Miss. Celeste Kelley


